British Education

The Preparatory Schools are an essential part of the Public School
system. There are numerous small private day schools for boys and
girls who proceed later to Elementary or State Secondary Schools,
But the schools which prepare for the Public Schools or the Royal
Naval College at Dartmouth are quite distinct from these. As a rule
they are boarding schools, and the boys enter at 8 or 9 years of age.
They are private ventures, the proprietors are generally Oxford or
Cambridge graduates, and so are most of the assistants in the best
known schools. They depend entirely on the fees paid, so that these
are necessarily high, almost as high as those in the Public Schools,

For admission to the Public Schools boys have to pass what is
known as the Common Entrance examination, and to secure his boys'
success in this is one of the chief concerns of the " Prep " school Head
Master. Its effect on the " Prep " school curriculum and methods of
teaching is one of the educational questions most under discussion
today. There is also keen competition at the " Prep " schools for the
entrance scholarships or exhibitions awarded annually by the various
Public Schools.

Preparatory Schools are situated chiefly in the country or at seaside
resorts, There are many on the south coast of England; places like
Brighton and Eastbourne are full of them. They are under no kind
of external control, but most of them have, at their own request* been
visited by Inspectors of the Board of Education. They aim at pre-
paring their boys to fit easily and naturally into the Public School
system, and are themselves Public Schools in miniature. Games are
taken seriously, and the boys are generally well coached in cricket and
football. They are well cared for and have a happy time; the
relations between them and the masters are very natural and friendly.
The " Prep " schools are a much later development than the Public
Schools: few of them date back further than 1870.

The outstanding point as regards the secondary education of girls
is that there are now 222,600 girls in the grant-aided Secondary Schools
as against some 33,000 in 1902, The new schools provided by the
L.E.A,s are mostly separate for boys and. girls, but there are also many
mixed schools. There is 110 Public School system for girls correspond-
ing to that for boys, though there are a few schools which may be
called Girls' Public Schools, such as Cheltenham Ladies College with
over 500 boarders, Wycombe Abbey School with 320, and Roedean
with some 280. Instead there are numerous private boarding schools,
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